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The Relationship between the Rulers of the West and the I1-Khans of II-Khania State
and its Effect upon the Mamluks

(654 - 736A.H./1256 - 1335A.D.)

Fayzeh Hijazi*

ABSTRACT

This study aims at examining the relationship between the rulers of Europe and the II-Khans of the 1I-Khania
State in Persia, after the hope had been vanished of making such a relationship at the time of their ancestors.
Their mutual interests to conquer the Mamluks and tend to put the Mamluki state between the Mongols on
the one hand and the Franks on the other in order to defeat them.

Yet this joint expedition was not achieved, due to the impossibility of supplying it with the desired power;
not only the distance was far, and difficult but also the kings and princes of Europe were occupied with their
internal problems. The Mamluks' policy had also a great role in making the failure of this alliance by
conducting a truce with the Crusaders in Bilad al-Sham so that nothing could preoccupy them during the war
with the Mongols. Thus, the Mamluks devoted their efforts to strengthen their relationship with the Mongols
of Golden Hord and their alliance against their common enemy, which was represented by the Hulaqu's
family in Persia who had a great impact on confusing them.

The successive defeats of the Mongols in Bilad al-Sham, the failure of the Franks in their joint expedition
and in their attempts that the Mongols would themselves become Christians were the reasons behind the
vanishing of the Crusaders dreams in ruling the Holy Lands. It also gave the Mamluks the rolling center in
the Islamic world at those ages; it was the only state that could defeat the two dangerous enemies; the
Crusaders on one hand, and the Mongols on the other.
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